CHAPTER VIII
MR. GANDHI'S INFLUENCE
MR. GANDHI has puzzled many. People m Britain simply
cannot understand a man who leads his countrymen in revolt
and then comes to London in a dhoti. They understand an
out^and/out revolutionary, but this man is a revolutionary plus
something else. He loves all mankind A revolutionary loves
only his revolution. Mr. Gandhi hates to be regarded as
other than a plain Hindu who is guilty of much unorthodoxy,
but who lives life as he conceives it to be best for his country/
men. And yet in India he is a saint. People think of him
as they think of Vishnu or Siva. Wherever he goes is holy
ground. Despite the passing of the political leadership of the
Congress, or Indian National Party to other hands, Mr.
Gandhi is consulted on all vital matters of policy. The oracle
at Delphi was not more serenely trusted. In Mr. Gandhi
divinity has her seat and wisdom her province.
There are people in India who may dispute this. It is
doubtful if the Mohammedans look up to him as the Hindus
do. But Mr. Gandhi is not a Mohammedan; he is a Hindu
partaking of all the Hindu foundations of outlook. He would
be the first to deny that he is faithful to all the forces of Hindu
tradition; at the same time, he is to Hinduism what rocks are
to the earth's crust. I have read practically every word Mr.
Gandhi has uttered, and all his doctrines are as native as the
air of Benares. Whether he knows it or not, he lives, acts
and speaks India. Hinduism has produced no greater or
truer son for nearly a thousand years.
Mr, Gandhi has been attacked because his philosophy is
contrary to the accepted standards of modem life. He has
been described as a dreamer and a mystic; a man whose main
realisations are m a world other than this one. When he
came to this country to the Round Table Conference, people
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